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Who’s there?
A welcome in Derby
for refugees
Reaching out:
our parishes speak
Ecological emergency:
stepping up
Every stranger who knocks at our door
is an opportunity for an encounter
with Jesus Christ, who identifies with
the welcomed and rejected strangers
of every age

Pope Francis
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Meeting Christ in the stranger

One of the treasures of Catholic social thought is its emphasis on the ‘dignity of the human person’ made in the image of
God. If we take that idea seriously, and apply it in practice to
those who does not fit our tidy systems, we discover compassion, reverence, even a fresh encounter with Christ himself—the
most intolerable misfit of history.
In these pages we celebrate people in Nottingham Diocese who
have heard a call to be missionary disciples among people who
have travelled to our shores. Parishes in Derby are getting together to welcome a Syrian family under the Home Office’s
Community Sponsorship Scheme for Refugees. In North East
Lincolnshire the parish is hosting a day of reflection on human
trafficking and modern slavery. One of the port chaplains there
shines a light into the lives of people we normally take for
granted—seafarers.

These stories of missionary discipleship reveal a humorous irony.
Most often, the vocation is a call to stay at home, let the world
come to us, and let ourselves be changed. As our contributors
show, mission can be about staying put, offering a welcome,
and drawing new life from stories which come from ‘beyond our
ken’.
And then, we might wonder, who is being missionary to whom?

Derby can soon welcome a Syrian
refugee family, as Lis Martin reports

A welcome awaits
Almost two years on from a Caritas presentation about
welcoming refugees into local communities under the
government Community Sponsorship scheme, Derby deanery is
approaching the stage where we can submit our application to
the Home Office.
The road has not been easy, but we feel that, as the first Catholic
community in Nottingham diocese to undertake the work, we
have smoothed the path for others to follow, by being involved
in setting up the necessary support structures which are now
available for other groups to use. Throughout the seventeen
months we have been working on this, we have been inspired
by Pope Francis' words in 2015: "I make an appeal to parishes,
religious communities, monasteries and shrines throughout
Europe, that they express the Gospel in a concrete way and host
a refugee family.”

Following an enthusiastic initial response from deanery parishes,
both in terms of fundraising, and in offers of practical support,
we formed a steering group to take the process forward. The
application process is daunting, as the form requires detailed
information on how the refugee family allocated to the group
will be housed and supported. Groups are required to raise
£9,000 to cover initial costs and contingencies, and the
expectation that housing can be identified before the
application is accepted, and well in advance of a fixed arrival
date for the family caused a huge amount of difficulty.
Our first real breakthrough, however, was in finding a Catholic
charity with a presence in the diocese that was prepared to
support our application and, in the longer term, to offer similar
support to other Catholic groups
wishing to participate in the scheme.
Faith in Families have stepped up to
the mark, and are proving to be
enthusiastic and energetic partners,
with full backing from the diocese.
They will be the nominated Lead
Sponsor on our application, which means that we have not had
to seek charitable status for our deanery group, and we have all
the knowledge of charity related issues and safeguarding that
small initiatives often struggle to find.
Shortly after initiating the relationship with Faith in Families,
who have agreed to be the lead charity for this initiative for the
diocese, we were introduced, through the City Council and the
Red Cross, to a local housing association, who are willing to
provide accommodation for our family once the Home Office
approves our application and sets a date for their arrival. This

has enabled us to proceed with the application, the fundraising
and the general promotion of the project across the deanery
with confidence that the family's basic needs can be met.
We are now focusing on finding volunteers in our deanery who
will support the family on their arrival in the UK, though, with no
definite arrival date in view, this is quite a challenging prospect.

If you live in Derby and would be interested in offering help
to the family, by visiting, accompanying them on shopping
trips, helping them to understand the transport system,
coaching them in IT skills, helping apply for jobs and to improve
their English language skills, particularly if you have taught
English as a second language, if you have any knowledge of
languages from the region and could help with translation, or if
you have furniture that could be used to help them set up
home, contact Lis Martin by phone on 01332 552627 or by email
at lisjmartin@aol.com

Do justice
Asylum seekers
and refugees

While the UK no longer claims
to operate a ‘hostile
environment’ to deter migration,
the Refugee Council describes
our asylum system as ‘extremely
tough’. They are pressing for
two changes in the law.

The UK has rules which prevent refugees from being reunited
with many family members – anyone other than their partners or
children under 18. We are one of only two countries in the EU
that bans child refugees who arrive in the UK alone from bringing
any relatives to join them, even their parents. Last March the
Families Together coalition succeeded in getting a bill through
the House of Commons to allow such families to be reunited, but
still nothing has happened.
The UK also bans asylum seekers from working, condemning
them and their families to poverty and stress. For months, or
even years, individual applicants have to survive on just £5.39 per
day, while the country wastes their talents. Giving people seeking
asylum the right to work is essential to allowing them to live in
dignity. There are many ways you can get involved in helping to
Lift the Ban, such as meeting your MP and encouraging your
local authority to endorse a right to work.
More at refugeecouncil.org.uk/get-involved/campaign-for-us.
There’s lots going on around the diocese
for Refugee Week from 17 to 23 June this
year: find out at refugeeweek.org.uk/in-yourarea/east-midlands

The Justice and Peace Commission wants to help parishes become communities of support and welcome for asylum seekers
and refugees.
If you or anyone else in your parish would like to explore what is
involved in hosting a Syrian family under the Home Office
scheme, as Derby parishes intend to do, get in touch using the
details on the inside back cover.
We’re also producing a set of posters, tailored to each county in
the diocese, giving essential information for anyone who needs
help, whether an asylum-seeker, safeguarding representative or
ordinary parishioner. Let us know if you’d like one for your parish noticeboard.

Our shared response
may be articulated by
four verbs:
to welcome,
to protect,
to promote and
to integrate.

Pope Francis’
Message for World Day of
Migrants and Refugees
2018

Bryony Watson is port chaplain
at Immingham for Apostleship
of the Sea

Casting a
lifeline
Before hearing about the Apostleship of the Sea (Stella Maris),
ships to me were mere lights on the horizon when you walked
along Cleethorpes beach. I didn’t consider the crew, they simply
existed in a world outside my own. A talk given by Fr Colum
Kelly changed that. I left his talk with an image that he had
showed us burned into my mind; a picture of a Filipino seafarer
cleaning out the bilge tanks with no protective clothing or
equipment. I became a volunteer and am now a chaplain for the
Apostleship of the Sea (Stella Maris), working in the Port of Immingham.

Every day I am reminded of the need for our ministry. Yesterday,
along with Tony, a volunteer ship visitor, I visited a ship where
the door of the huge fridge freezer was hanging open, totally
bare. The cook made light of it and said it was a good time to
clean and defrost it, but something in his manner suggested
that was not the only reason. He told us that they were running
out of food, that they had very little meat and rice to last the
thirteen men until they received their provisions. The ship was
changing owners, and food for the crew did not seem high on

anyone’s list of priorities. Worryingly, the cook said it had happened before. We came back with bags full of bread, eggs and
other essentials. Small things which we take for granted, that the
crew should have been able to take for granted too. I am glad to
think that because of our visit the crew will have breakfast this
morning, but I am furious and saddened that this can happen;
that seafarers can be in danger of going hungry on our shores.
Here in Immingham, and around the country, seafarers facing
the difficulties of a life at sea are supported by port chaplains
and volunteers. Our volunteers give their time, their care and
their energy to supporting seafarers; they are friends who can
discuss the latest football scores on a deck in the rain or watch
endless videos of a new baby that the father so many miles from
home is desperate to show to someone. They knit an endless
supply of warm woolly hats, the thoughtfulness of the gesture
never lost on the seafarers who receive them; they are the
school children who collect Easter Eggs and make Christmas
shoeboxes so that seafarers don’t miss out on the celebrations
of these most special times of the year; they are the parishioners
who fundraise, donate, collect much needed warm clothes, and
support us tirelessly. Without volunteers we could not hope to
provide the service we do to our seafarers.

The plight of the crew running low on food is just one of the
many reasons that Sea Sunday, celebrated on the 14th July is so
important. Sea Sunday is a chance to raise awareness of the lives
of those at sea, in the hope that our actions and the work of our
parishes and volunteers can cast out a net to those in need at
sea.

Watch the Sea Sunday film, shot on the Humber, at
www.apostleshipofthesea.org.uk/aos-film

Wednesday 26 June in London: Mass climate lobby
It’s time to confront this climate and environmental crisis and
tell our leaders that Britain should no longer contribute to the
destruction of our common home. Catholics will join with thousands of others to meet our MPs in the streets around parliament, all at the same time! Details at cafod.org.uk/Campaign/
Climate/Climate-lobby
Friday 26 to Sunday 28 July near Alfreton: Forgotten people,
forgotten places
Pope Francis calls us to be ‘a Church which is poor and for the
poor’. The 2019 National Justice and Peace Conference will
work with Church Action on Poverty. We’ll learn tools for social
analysis and theological reflection from the perspective of those
on the margins. A timely and useful opportunity within our diocese to deepen and sharpen social action in our parishes. Visit
justice-and-peace.org.uk/conference
Saturday 21 September in Cleethorpes: Modern Slavery nationally and locally
A day of information and reflection with Bishop Alistair Redfern,
former Bishop of Derby and Anglican co-ordinator of antislavery initiatives. 10.30am-3.30pm. For details and to book
your place, contact Sr Bridgetta (bridgettarooney@csjpuk.co.uk) or call 01472 692370.
Saturday 5 October in Nottingham: Let Earth be Glad
Join an ecumenical and inter-religious conversation about care
of Creation, hosted by the diocese’s Ecumenical and Justice and
Peace Commissions. The event, running from 10 am until 3 pm
in St Barnabas’ Cathedral Hall will follow the feast of St Francis
and close the ecumenical Season of Creation. Speakers from

different perspectives and traditions will share their insights, followed by workshops. Register your interest with Fran Wickes
(fran@brightshark.co.uk) or Patricia Stoat (pmstoat@gmail.com).
Friday 30 August to Sunday 1 September in Lincoln: Moana:
Water of life—Navigating climate change for planetary health.
An international conference hosted by the Diocese of Lincoln
and University of Lincoln, with voices from science and theology
and from islands in crisis in Polynesia. The aim is to identify action we can take together rather than statements that can be
made. Details at wateroflife2019.eventbrite.co.uk
Saturday 2 November in Leicester: Nottingham Diocesan
Justice and Peace Commission’s Annual Assembly
See back page for details. Put the date in your diary now. If
you’d like to be sent further details as soon as they are out, send
us an email at justice.peace@dioceseofnottingham.uk

Missionary disciples
In response to Bishop Patrick’s invitation to
‘encounter, discipleship and mission’ we asked people in the diocese what missionary discipleship means for them.
Sr Bridgetta Rooney said: ‘Helping some evenings with the van
to bring food drink and other comforts to the girls working in the
streets in our town. We’re arranging a day in September for Bishop Alastair Redfern to come and move our area forward with the
problem of trafficking’

Loving Lincoln

Mary Wilford on a recent Catholic Social Action Weekend

The weekend of 10th-13th May was extremely busy! The
new Lincoln Justice & Peace group met on Friday 10th at St.
Peter & St. Paul Church with representatives from all three
parishes.
The following day, Saturday 11th, a Catholic Voices Workshop
was held at St. Hugh’s. Georgia Clarke explained how to respond to difficult questions about the Faith, without losing our
cool. We concentrated on two topical issues: the abuse scandal

Below left: Members of the new Lincoln parishes’ Justice &
Peace group

Right: The Ecumenical Active Faith Network discussing prayer,
praying for the City of Lincoln; and for one another

“Love, overflowing with small gestures of mutual care, is also
civic and political… It makes itself felt in every action that seeks
to build a better world. Love for society and commitment to the
common good are outstanding expressions of charity”
Pope Francis in Laudato Si’ 231.

and the role of women in the Church, which produced a great
deal of soul searching and some interesting discussion.
On Sunday 12th, Rachael Baxter from the YMCA spoke at all
Masses at Our Lady of Lincoln about the new NOMAD Centre
for the homeless, which is due to open in October, despite being £300,000 short of its target.
The fourth event in this busy weekend was a meeting of the Active Faith Network at the Elim Pentecostal Church in Birchwood,
on Monday 13th. Active Faith members come from all the denominations in Lincoln, including the Catholic churches and
Churches Together; and we try to cover all areas of social need.
It is hoped that anyone with a desire to help the homeless, visit
those who are lonely, take more care of the environment, or
work towards ending modern slavery, will consider joining one
of the existing groups in Lincoln.

Missionary disciples
Bishop Patrick says: “Missionary discipleship
means I must open my heart to God's love and his will in daily
prayer, be willing to serve Christ as his disciple, and be attentive
to the guidance and inspiration of the Holy Spirit in my word and
actions. I meet with other Christian Leaders to explore ways in
which we can pray and work together, and with Leaders of other
faiths so that we can grow in mutual respect and better understanding of each other.”

Survey of parish social action:
early results

A new survey of parishes in Nottingham Diocese has revealed a
desire to combat the epidemic of social isolation in our neighbourhoods. Alongside care for elderly people, isolation topped
the list of concerns which it was felt the Church should address.

The questionnaire was circulated to clergy just before Lent. Responses have so far come in from about half of parishes. Let us
give you a preview of the findings.

The first main question asked what social outreach projects
and activities are already going on. Three-quarters of parishes report working directly with members of Traveller communities, and also with parents and children, elderly people and
young people. Many parishes also active volunteers who support SVP (75%) and CAFOD (86%), with over 60% of respondents
saying they are working on CAFOD’s Livesimply Award. Over
half of parishes reach out to people with disabilities (67%) or
prisoners (52%). A similar proportion report an active commitment to Fair Trade. Nearly half (42-47%) take practical action to
care for the environment, reach out to seafarers or people will
mental illness or dementia, or offer marriage counselling.
For some activities, parishes are more likely to work with other
churches in their neighbourhood. Half of respondents collaborate ecumenically for Justice and Peace issues or to help refu-

gees (another 30% do it themselves). Over half (57%) collaborate with other churches for a local foodbank, for refugees, or
on environmental concerns. Parishes often work in partnership
with other organisations which provide the expertise, notably
pro-life services (62%) and homelessness (48%), in as well as for
the needs mentioned in the previous paragraph.

Parishes were also asked about issues to which they are working
to develop a response. Livesimply and environmental concerns,
dementia and Justice and Peace more broadly are attracting the
most active attention, between 40% and 25%.
Another question in the survey asked What do you consider
the main concerns to be addressed in your locality? As reported above, top of the list were care for elderly people (82%)
and isolation (62%). At least half also cited health (including
mental health), poverty and debt, and the needs of young people, with homelessness not far behind at 44%.

The evidence shows that Catholics are doing much valuable
work already, and those endeavours deserve to be sustained
and strengthened. And more can be done to meet the additional needs the survey has brought to light. It is planned to arrange Deanery workshops over the coming year to explore the
potential for collaboration both within and between parishes.
The survey has revealed that, like many problems of our time,
the crisis of social disintegration hits the ground in Nottingham
Diocese. Isolation is a matter of both justice and charity. With
the volunteers and meeting spaces at our disposal, the Church is
well-placed to tackle social isolation among people of any age
or faith. The problems are complex, but the solutions are simple. And the motive power for us will be God’s love, searching,
generous and unconditional.

News from the Commission

The diocesan Justice and
Peace Commission operates
an ‘open door policy’—we
warmly welcome visitors to our
meetings. The next two are on
Thursday evenings, 18 July and
19 September. Get in touch if you’d like to join us—our contact
details are on the inside back cover. If meetings aren’t your
thing, we can also offer a number of opportunities for service—
see the list opposite.

You will be very welcome at our Annual Assembly and AGM,
which this year is held at St Thomas More, Knighton, Leicester
on 2 November 2019. Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Patrick, and our keynote speaker will be Jenny Sinclair. Jenny is an
outstanding practitioner of ’common good thinking and will
help us to model peacemaking and reconciliation for our nation,
at a time of growing conflict and polarisation. Initial details are
given on the back page.
We now have two working groups which will meet for the first
time over the summer. The Environment group will take the
lead in drawing it up an environmental strategy for the diocesan trustees. The task has been given greater urgency since
May 2019: the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales
passed a resolution accepting a ‘moral duty to act with urgency
and enable the faithful to make informed decisions’ in this
‘unprecedented ecological crisis’. They ‘urge the Church at all
levels to continue to develop initiatives that care for our common home, and to identify individuals and groups to be advocates for this journey’—a brief we’re eager to help with.

The Modern Slavery group will develop practical action to
tackle trafficking and slavery in the East Midlands. Our first
meeting will be joined by Mick Duthie, deputy director of the
Vatican’s Santa Marta Group who, with Bishop Patrick, has
helped the Diocese take a high-profile stand on the issue.

Meanwhile we’re in awe of the Blessed Sacrament Justice and
Peace Group in Leicester. Their members have been doing pioneering with ChurchMarketPlace, the national buying group for
Catholic parishes, to help ensure its product range is both ecofriendly and slavery-free. We’ll ensure that your parish, and
those in its supply chain, benefit from the fruit of their work.

Look our for resources which our friends at the Canaan Trust
and Derbyshire YMCA are developing to help parishes mark
Homeless Sunday on 13 October. Parish priests will shortly
receive a letter from Bishop Patrick offering ideas for reflection
and action.

As our work is growing, there are a number of opportunities to
join our committed and friendly team of volunteers.
·
·

·

We need a secretary for the Commission: an interesting
and varied volunteer role at the heart of our work

Help with communications, particularly social media

Someone with an interest in ethical investment to represent us on the Diocesan Investment Committee.

And we also welcome offers of reverse volunteering! Never
heard of that? If you are involved in social action, campaigning
or public life in any way, and think we could help and support
each other as an act of ‘faith in action’, get in touch. A partnership between us could be mutually enriching, and, best of all, it
needn’t involve you in any more meetings!

"

Faced with the wickedness and
ugliness of our time we are tempted to
shut ourselves off within ourselves in our
fragile human security, in our reassuring
routine. We renounce the journey to the
promised land, to return to the slavery of
Egypt.

This withdrawal, a sign of defeat, increases our fear of the
"others", the strangers, the marginalized, the foreigners — who
are the privileged of the Lord.
The encounter with the other is also an encounter with Christ,
even if our eyes have difficulty recognizing Him.
The Lord speaks to us today and asks us to let him
free us from our fears: ‘Courage, it is I, do not be afraid’

From Pope Francis’ homily at a conference on migration
on 15 February 2019

Let’s keep in touch!

If you would like to keep in touch with Nottingham Diocesan
Justice and Peace Commission and the Faith into Action project,
please get in touch and we’ll add you to our mailing list:
email justice.peace@dioceseofnottingham.uk or call 07470
907656
· Write to Willson House, 25 Derby Road, Nottingham
NG1 5AW
· Follow us on Twitter @SaltForTheEarth and on Facebook at
/nottinghamjusticeandpeace
·

Missionary disciples
Catherine Brady, from St Mary’s parish,
Loughborough says:
“For me, a call to mission is a lifelong process of discernment to
identify the work that God wants me to do in the world. It involves assessing my gifts, humbly but realistically, in order to ﬁnd
the places where I can do the most good.
I pray, I read, I go on retreat, I work with the community to assess
the needs within the square mile of the parish. I try to listen to the
small voice within, urging me to be bolder, to speak out, to take
action. It’s said that Christians should hold a bible in one hand
and a newspaper in the other. Discipleship means recognising
that Christ is alive today and his teachings can be fulﬁlled through
our actions to help others. Catholic social action is my driver.”

How many wounds grow
deeper due to epidemic of
animosity and violence, which
leaves its mark on the flesh of
many of the defenceless!

Pope Francis

Down the middle of the city
street, on either bank of the
river, were the trees of life…
the leaves of which are the
cure for the nations.

Revelation 22. 2

Leaves for healing
Rebuilding the common good together

Our Annual Assembly and AGM

Saturday 2 November 2019
St Thomas More, Knighton, Leicester

with Jenny Sinclair

Director of Together for the Common Good
Put the date in your diary, and
contact us to be sent further details
see previous page.

At this time of growing polarisation, how does our faith call us
to heal wounds, risk reconciliation and build the common good,
with our neighbours and the wider world? How
can the Gospel and Catholic Social Teaching
guide us in the decisions we now have to make
as a nation? Join us for a day building bridges
for our parishes and our world.

